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New ways of thinking 
about the future Design 
fiction for public reflection 
to new and emerging 
technologies 
While public appreciation is vital to technological inventions, the ramifications of these 
inventions remain extremely difficult to predict. This paper presents an original design 
fiction methodology intended to encourage public reflection on potential ramifications 
and desirable outcomes of technological advances. The paper first examines the 
theoretical considerations underpinning the methodology, including those from 
innovation theory, science and technology studies and design research. Next, it presents 
the approach using a case study of the public display of design fiction. The paper 











































































































































“The ethical literature thus often assumes: 
(1) that it [... is] individuals who act, (2) that 
the consequences of their actions are [... 
directly causally] traceable, and (3) that these 
consequences are certain. None of these 
assumptions seem to apply to many of the 
















































































































































































































































































critical	design	as	“a critique of the prevailing 
situation”	and	as	embodying “alternative 
social, cultural, technical, or economic values.”	
Bleecker	(2009,	p.	4)	regards	design	fiction	as	










































which	helps	“imagine, critically reflect 






“A public display of 
speculative objects, prior to 
the development of specific 
technologies, can support 
public reflection on new 




















































































































included	comments	like:	“I think it’s great, 
because it increases empathy”,	but	also	
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critical	statements	like “Emotions are private, 
you shouldn’t be able to share them that 
















































“On an aesthetic level, visitors 
rated the prototypes as 
innovative, interesting, futuristic 
and extraordinary. Their 
pointed visual presentation of 
potential future technologies 
could arouse interest for the 
(otherwise very abstract) field of 
new and emerging sciences and 
technologies”
Because	the	approach	is	new,	further	research	
will	be	necessary	to	uncover	its	full	potential.	
Promising	areas	for	future	study	in	the	field	
of	science	communication	include	the	ways	
in	which	scientific	exhibitions,	particularly	
of	design	fiction,	can	support	participatory	
processes.	Also	worth	exploring	are	which	
audiences	can	support	these	processes	and	
how	should	such	events	be	conducted	so	they	
can	best	reach	diverse	audiences?	
Another	interesting	question	is	how	design	
fiction	can	support	the	communication	of	
knowledge,	including	knowledge	about	the	
unknown.	An	examination,	from	the	design	
research	perspective,	of	what	can	be		
expressed	through	particular	attributes	of	
speculative	objects,	might	provide		
some	answers.	
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